Paul, I'll send copies of this to Howard and ' J im for them to do a little thinking and I’ll 
put this aside for your request if and when you make it. The hook I have in mind, by na- 
ture both schoarly and popular, is a study, a new and different study, of the FBI, as it 
discloses itself, its method, method of operating, method of corrupting, method of reach- 
ing and validating pre-determined conclusions, its political approach to the supoosedly 
non-political- all the evils we have seen. Others have written about the FBI, usualy 
where not ’works of sycophancy based on personal observations or what was publicly avail- 
able. ^obody has ever made' a study of the FBI from its own reports because nobody has 
ever had the reports as we now have them, io this I think you should add the FBI ana 
the Depar ment of Justice on FOI re the assassinations. There is an incredible record, as 
you should know. It does involve criminality, and I have several cases of this, with the 
analyses proving criminality to which you are welcome. + his would be more than an histor- 
ical record. There is need for this now, use for it now, and interest in the subject as 
there never has been. Ms interest will not die with the end of the G ray fiasco or of 
the Watergate hearings. The new director, probably not Gray, will probably be worse, for 
he is a bumbler. About the time he gets settled in would be a good time for such a book, 
^nevitably ho will have much Nixonian dirtywork to do, and when that emerege 3 will be a 
very good time. I tMnk the commercial prospects for a solid book of this MnH w ill be 
excellent at any time, if one were out this minute, it could go crazy. There is no 
prospect of one being done and out by the end of the WG hearings. So, there is plenty 
of time for a slow, careful, thorough job, illuminated as has never been possible beffre, 
with the FBI bearing witness against the FBI, publisher willing, in facsimile. It is in- 
herent in my work. It is time to make it explicit, with the focus on the FBI, not the 
Commission. You Mil recall that I am a minority in having felt this from the first. I 
am more convinced thah ever that this is the correct perspective. There are irresponsibles 
who cai|do this. I don^t suppose it lias occurred to them. Most long for attention and kudos 
and do not permit scruples to interfere, so I would also ebcourage you to not talk about 
it but to think. It can and I tMnk might be stolen. I think with your command of the mater- 
ial, scholarly approach, and a bit of dry wit, you could have a solid and successful work. 


With this I am setting up a Hoch-Jk>ok file in which I’ll keep any correspondence Paul azuad 
I nay have, the copy I have for Ilia, and any comments you may have. I have an additional 
reason for not spelling my idea cut to Paul now. He may get another one that he likes, 
whether or not he thinks of this. If he recalls a recommendation I mads to him Jong ago, 
he nay think of tills, for it is a development of that suggestion. There may well be other 

topics that can go now. What he lias in mind I know won't because I have the same thing in 

mind, as he knows, submitted samples to a major house where the editorial people liked it 
and there was a negative policy decision. The flop of the Frank book, which cost ^oubleday 

enough for we to spend the rest of my days in what for me would be luxury, makes it even 

worse. Bo, I think we, or most of us, should adjust to the times and the situation. Howard 
is having experiences with Ms book that tell Mn I m understating. He also knows I have 
already suggested a variant to Mia and have offered Mm most of the research and if lie 
elects, a col, -adoration, iloreover, there is a severe licit to what we can expert from whatever 
has been withheld thathwe can expect to get in the near future if ever. This means that the 
probabilities are that we have gotten most of what there is. I have a h unch that any major 
exceptions will be where I already have a running start, if there are any. If 1 win in the 
spectre suit and get it, that may blow everything up and Mil serious individual studies. 

The prosect is not one I emphasise except as a possibility. fl one of the rest arc* in a posi- 
tion to go ou and investigate, what this seems to me to mean. is that we are in the position 
of making tlie best kind of use we can of what we have, and that is precisely what I suggest 
to Paul, a worthwhile and probably commercially viable use that nobody has made except in 
a limited way, less limited in my v/ork but not enough there. Not enough to in any way 
detract from what he could do so well. So, I solicit comments and suggestions that 1 will 
keep in this file pending hearing from bin. Whether you have realised it or not, if I have 
not filed a single FOI action against the FBI , all of them are directly against the FBI. 

One exposes FBI crimi nali ty, one has FBI criminality in it and there is FBI criminality 
in another suit where I've done tlio work, so if you agree that 

him. A partial analysis of CD w - 




